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Colors	are	more	intense	in	breeding	males,	and	vertical	bars	may	take	on	a	reddish	hue.			Reaching	sexual	maturity	in	three	to	six	year,	spawning	occurs	from	late	May	through	August,	when	the	water	temperatures	reach	75	degrees	or	better.		Flatheads	prefer	to	nest	in	areas	with	submerged	logs	and	other	debris.	Good	flathead	spots	typically
include	structure,	located	in	relatively	deep	water	ideally	with	moderate	current,	and	access	baitfish.	Poor	overall	health	and	certain	environmental	conditions	such	as	drought	or	flood	can	reduce	flatheads'	ability	to	spawn.		Bullheads	prefer	shallow	lakes	and	slow-moving	streams	with	a	soft	bottom.	Habitat	Flathead	catfish	prefer	deep	pools	of
streams,	rivers,	canals,	lakes	and	reservoirs,	where	the	water	is	turbid	(cloudy)	and	the	currents	are	slow.	Males,	like	most	sunfish,	guard	the	nest.		Ahh	the	joys	of	childhood	and	catching	bluegills	on	a	bobber	and	worm...at	least	that's	how	it	was	for	us.	Flathead	catfish	are	typically	pale	yellow	(hence	the	name	"yellow	cat")	to	light	brown	on	the	back
and	sides,	and	highly	mottled	with	black	and/or	brown.			As	their	name	suggests,	they	have	flat	heads,	yet	they	looks	similar	to	other	catfish.	The	venom	is	irritating	and	some	people	have	had	serious	problems	with	infection	afterward.	Young	fish	may	be	very	dark,	almost	black	in	appearance.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida
Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	18Flathead	CatfishGrowing	as	large	as	five	feet	and	over	100	pounds,	flathead	catfish	are	one	of	North	America’s	largest	fresh	water	fish.	The	back	and	upper	sides	are	usually	dark	olive	green	blending	to	lavender,	brown,	copper,	or	orange	on	the	sides,	and	reddish-orange	or	yellow	on	the	belly.	Life	History
Bluegills	begin	spawning	when	water	temperatures	reach	about	70°F.			May	or	early	June	are	the	typical	spawning	times,	when	the	bullheads	construct		saucer-shaped	nests	in	the	mud	or	sand	in	about	2	to	4	feet	of	water.		Depending	on	the	fish’s	size,	2,000	to	6,000,	eggs	are	laid.	Where	mature	populations	exist,	50-pounders	are	not	unusual.	Switch
to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	3	Select	State...	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	The	spiny	dorsal	fin	usually	has	ten	spines	and	the	anal	fin	three.	Egg	number	varies	greatly	depending	on	female	size,	but	the	average	is	up	to
100,000	eggs	at	a	time.	Catfish	have	long,	sharp	spines	on	the	front	edges	of	their	dorsal	fins	that	are	connected	to	venomous	glands.	Spawning	may	peak	in	May	or	June,	but	continues	until	water	temperatures	cool	in	the	fall.	In	healthy	times,	clutches	can	reach	100,000	eggs,	but	only	a	small	number	will	survive.	Page	13	Select	State...	They	will	fan
the	nest	with	their	tails	to	keep	the	eggs	clean	and	provide	them	with	oxygenated	water.	They	prefer	to	nests	in	shallow	water	on	a	gravel	base.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	16	Select	State...	This	is	an	FxR+	Subscription	Feature	Subscribe	to	FxR+	With	FxR+	you	gain	access	to
more	information,	features,	tools,	lakes,	and	rivers	on	FishExplorer.com.	Males	defend	their	nest	and	eggs	aggressively.	Flathead	catfish	are	eaten	by	alligators,	water	snakes,	turtles,	larger	fish,	and	humans.	Flathead	catfish	reach	a	length	of	3	to	4	feet	(0.9	to	1.2	m)	and	their	weight	can	exceed	100	pounds	(45	kg).	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:
Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	25	Select	State...	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	7	Select	State...	Scientists	estimate	that	a	female	will	lay	1200	eggs	for	every	pound	she	weighs.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida
Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	22	Select	State...	Get	one	of	these	hooked	onto	your	lightweight	fly	or	spin	rod	and	it'll	definitely	take	you	for	a	spin!	And	while	you're	at	it,	take	a	kid	out	who	could	use	a	little	fishing	time!	Description	Lepomis,	the	generic	name,	is	Greek	and	means	"scaled	gill	cover".	Gravel	substrate	is	preferred.	Other
Although	less	than	one	percent	of	licensed	Texas	anglers	say	they	"prefer"	to	catch	sunfish,	bluegill	and	other	sunfish	are	nevertheless	a	vital	part	of	many	freshwater	fisheries	nationwide,	including	Texas.	The	anal	fin	has	three	spines.	The	species	epithet	macrochirus	is	also	Greek	and	means	"large	hand"	which	may	refer	to	the	body	shape	or	its	size.
Pylodictis	is	Greek	meaning	"mud	fish",	and	olivaris	is	Latin	for	"olive-colored".	If	females	have	been	eating	poorly,	their	bodies	may	conserve	resources	by	not	releasing	eggs.	So	chances	are	there's	a	body	of	water	very	close	to	you	that	is	stocked	(and	stacked)	with	bluegill.	In	Texas,	bluegills	approaching	two	pounds	have	been	landed	in	public
waters,	and	fish	over	three	pounds	are	known	from	private	tanks.	Young	fish	feed	on	plankton,	but	as	they	grow	the	diet	shifts	to	aquatic	insects	and	their	larvae.	But	this	hard-fighting	panfish	has	a	dedicated	following,	more	so	than	just	child's	play.	Courtesy	of	Texas	Parks	and	Game	Page	19Bluegill	These	hand	size/shaped	sunfish	typify	the	family.	
Mention	sunfish	and	there’s	little	doubt	that	bluegill	with	come	to	mind.		Their	bluish-black	earflap	is	a	distinguishing	feature.		Equipped	with	a	relatively	small	mouth,	they	are	nonetheless	voracious	feeders	taking	surprisingly	large	lures.	The	coloring	is	dark	olive	to	black	on	the	upper	body,	with	a	whitish	belly.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:
Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	9	Select	State...	Females	lay	approximately	a	1,000	eggs	per	pound	of	body	mass.	and	feed	your	fishing	habit!	Learn	more	about	FxR+	here...	Because	of	their	long	spawning	season,	bluegills	have	very	high	reproductive	potential,	which	often	results	in	overpopulation	in	the	face	of
low	predation	or	low	fishing	pressure.	Nests	are	created	in	shallow	water,	one	to	two	feet	in	depth.	The	world	record	angling	record	tips	the	scales	at	4	pounds	12	ounces,	and	adults	can	grow	over	12"	long.	Adults	are	usually	solitary,	each	staking	out	a	favorite	spot	under	a	tree	or	in	a	cove,	in	deep	water.	Young	flathead	catfish	feed	mostly	on
invertebrates	such	as	worms,	insects	and	crayfish.	At	night,	they	move	into	shallow	areas	to	feed.	The	head	is	broadly	flattened,	with	a	projecting	lower	jaw.	When	10	inches	or	larger,	their	diet	consists	entirely	of	fish-shad,	carp,	suckers,	sunfish,	largemouth	bass	and	other	catfish	(including	their	own	kind).	Three	subspecies	are	present:	Lepomis
macrochirus	macrochirus	which	is	native	to	the	northeastern	half	of	the	state,	Lepomis	macrochirus	speciosus	which	is	native	to	the	central,	southern,	and	western	portions	of	the	state,	and	Lepomis	macrochirus	purpurescens,	a	native	of	Atlantic	coast	states	which	has	been	introduced	widely	as	a	sport	and	forage	fish.	"Catfish"	is	the	second	most
preferred	group	of	fish	among	licensed	Texas	anglers,	and	flatheads	rank	second	behind	channel	catfish.	Bullheads	have	been	known	to	eat	the	eggs	of	other	fishes,	as	well	as	feeding	quite	extensively	on	minnows.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	26	Select	State...	Flatheads	typically
prey	only	on	live	fish.	Bluegills	are	usually	dark	olive	green	along	the	back,	with	a	variety	of	colors	along	the	sides,	lavender,	brown,	copper,	or	orange.		Older	specimens	often	have	a	reddish-orange	or	yellow	belly.	Males	select	hollow	logs,	caves	or	areas	beneath	the	banks	for	their	nest	sites.	(If	you	are	"stung"	by	a	catfish	and	are	worried	about	it,
please	call	your	doctor.).	Typically,	the	largest	fish	are	caught	by	trotliners,	who	have	landed	specimens	in	excess	of	110	pounds.	Eggs	typically	hatch	in	a	week	or	less.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	17	Select	State...	Rod	and	reel	anglers	may	have	the	greatest	success	with
flathead	catfish	just	below	reservoir	dams.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	14	Select	State...	In	some	cases,	however,	they	have	out-competed	the	native	fish	species,	causing	those	native	fish	populations	to	decline	sharply,	disrupting	some	natural	ecological	processes.	Average
lifespan	of	the	flathead	catfish	is	12	to	14	years,	but	one	recorded	flathead	catfish	lived	24	years.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	23	Select	State...	The	belly	is	usually	pale	yellow	or	cream	colored.	Flathead	are	typically	yellowish	to	light	brown	on	the	back	and	sides,	with	a
yellowish	to	cream	belly.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	10	Select	State...	Up	to	50%	of	their	diet	may	consist	of	midge	larvae.	Many	pre-license	age	anglers	begin	their	fishing	careers	by	bank	fishing	for	bluegills	and	other	sunfish.			Black	bullhead	are	omnivores,	feeding
extensively	on	insects	and	their	larvae,	small	crayfish,	worms,	small	mollusks,	crustaceans,	and	a	host	of	other	animals	and	plants.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	8	Select	State...	They	reach	sexual	maturity	between	the	third	and	sixth	year.	Bluegills	may	be	distinguished	from
other	sunfish	by	the	dark	spot	at	the	base	of	the	dorsal	fin,	vertical	bars	on	their	sides,	and	a	relatively	small	mouth.	After	an	incubation	period	of	four	to	six	days,	the	fry	(very	young	fish)	will	school	together	at	the	nest	for	several	days	after	hatching;	afterwards	they	will	seek	shelter	beneath	rocks,	roots	and	other	cover	and	begin	their	independent
lives.	Although	the	spines	can	tear	skin,	the	glands	excrete	venom.	They	come	equipped	with	a	smooth,	scaleless	skin,	barbels,	and	spines	on	the	dorsal	and	pectoral	fins.	Males	guard	the	nest	until	the	eggs	hatch	and	fry	leave.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	21	Select	State...	The
fry	hold	in	ball-like	schools	which	are	protected	by	the	parents	until	they	are	approximately	2	inches	in	length.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	5	Select	State...	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	4	Select	State...
Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	12Black	Bullhead	Black	bullhead,	a	catfish,	is	scaleless,	has	an	adipose	fin,	8	barbels	(those	under	the	chin	are	black),	and	a	slight	notch	on	the	rear	margin	of	the	tail.	Courtesy	of	Texas	Parks	and	Wildlife	Page	20	Select	State...	Among	those	who
selectively	fish	for	catfish,	flatheads	fall	just	behind	channel	catfish	as	a	prized	species.	Other	In	size,	flatheads	are	the	second	largest	sport	fish	in	Texas	after	their	cousin,	the	blue	catfish.		Description	As	the	common	name	suggests,	this	catfish	has	a	flat	head,	but	other	than	that,	it	looks	like	any	other	catfish:	it	has	smooth,	scaleless	skin,	whisker-
like	barbels	around	the	mouth,	and	long,	sharp	spines	on	the	dorsal	(back)	fin	and	one	on	each	side	of	the	pectoral	(shoulder)	fin.	The	spiny	dorsal	fin	usually	has	10	spines	(but	may	have	as	many	as	11	or	as	few	as	9),	and	is	broadly	connected	to	the	soft	dorsal.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:
Wyoming	Page	11	Select	State...	Life	History	Unlike	other	catfish	which	are	scavengers,	flatheads	prey	only	on	live	fish.	Upgrade	your	account	today	to	support	FishExplorer.com...	Typically	starting	in	May	or	June	and	they	may	spawn	all	summer.		As	a	result	bluegills	often	overpopulate.	The	tail	fin	is	only	slightly	notched,	not	deeply	forked	as	is	the
case	with	blue	and	channel	catfish.	There	are	17	to	20	rays	in	the	anal	fin.		Their	preferred	habitats	are	deep	pools,	lakes,	and	large	slow-moving	rivers.		Within	these	waters	they	prefer	submerged	cover	such	as	logs.	Males	may	even	improve	their	selected	sites	by	creating	shallow	depressions	for	the	females	to	lay	their	eggs.	Fifty	or	more	nests	may
be	crowded	into	a	small	area,	thus	creating	a	spawning	bed.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	24	Select	State...	Spawning	season	is	from	late	May	through	August,	when	the	water	temperature	is	between	75°	and	80°	F.	A	female	flathead	that	weights	50	pounds	might	release	60,000
eggs	at	a	time.	It	averages	6	to	10	inches	long,	and	seldom	weighs	more	than	1	pound.	Distribution	Bluegills	are	found	throughout	Texas.	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming	Page	6	Select	State...	Switch	to:	California	Switch	to:	Colorado	Switch	to:	Florida	Viewing:	Texas	Switch	to:	Wyoming
Page	15	Select	State...	Bluegills	provide	plenty	of	fight,	pound	for	pound.	Because	of	their	popularity	with	anglers,	they	have	been	introduced	in	many	other	states	where	they	have	adapted	well.	After	four	to	six	days,	the	eggs	hatch	and	the	fry	school	together	at	the	nest	for	several	days,	where	the	males	guard	them	aggressively.	Member	Photos				No
photos	have	been	submittedPage	2	Select	State...			Spawning	begins	when	water	temperatures	near	the70’s.
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